
Part 1 of the Special Education Equity by Design (SEED) Project:
The trouble with most equity approaches in education is that they are piece-
meal, often built around popular programs or shiny strategies rather than a
serious examination of how bias and inequity operate in systems. In these
cases, equity is seen as a temporary lens or resource or as a program to be
occasionally pulled from a filing cabinet and applied piece-meal. A deeper
commitment to equity begins with a humble and holistic accounting for all the
ways inequity operates in classrooms, schools, districts, and other systems. It
requires us to recognize even the subtlest and well-intentioned ways inequity is
allowed to thrive.  In this session, we will explore tools and processes for
cultivating deeply equitable educational systems. We will consider the
knowledge and skills necessary to do so, the common equity detours that often
misdirect us, and the critical equity principles that can help us avoid those
detours. 

There are six sessions in this virtual series. Join us for one or all at no cost. 
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Part 2 of the Special Education Equity by Design (SEED) Project:
The conversation on disproportionate educational and social outcomes focus
on a myriad of factors. One such factor involves the beliefs educators maintain
about populations “otherized” within the US context which include Black,
Indigenous, Latinx, Asian, and others. This session focuses on the types of
bias-based beliefs (i.e., colorblindness, deficit thinking, and poverty-
disciplining) that emerge within educational institutions and rationalize the
behaviors and practices employed by educators. In addition to discussing the
research on the presence of these biases, we will also discuss the strategies
identified in social psychology to interrupt these bias-based beliefs. 

There are six sessions in this virtual series. Join us for one or all at no cost. 

Bias-Based Beliefs in
Educational Institutions
and its Impact on
Disproportionality in
Special Education and
Discipline 
Presented by Dr. Edward Fergus

SIX
PART
SERIES

Contact: 
Dr. Jannette Reyes
jreyes@esc1.net
956/984-6175

or   Claudia Garcia
       cgarcia@esc1.net
       956/984-6244

WSN: 173046
Date: 3/3/2021
Time: 1:30-3:30
www.esc1.net/workshops

REGION ONE ESC 1900 W SCHUNIOR EDINBURG, TX 78541

http://apps.esc1.net/ProfessionalDevelopment/RegionOne/Registration/Workshop/173046


Part 3 of the Special Education Equity by Design (SEED) Project:
One of the current hot topics in education is district, school, and classroom
level equity toward children of color and other underserved student
populations. This highly engaging, interactive, self-reflective workshop focuses
on school leadership relative to issues of equity, social justice education, and
race in the classroom. It challenges school leaders to look within themselves
relative to how they see, treat, and relate with their staff and students in these
areas. It challenges school leaders to confront whatever biases they may bring
to their own leadership practices that may be unconscious, implicit, and/or
explicit. It argues that high-performance is an impossibility in school learning
environments where equity fails to exist. Principal Kafele will share strategies
toward creating and sustaining an equitable school environment that will be
inclusive of important conversations around race, diversity, cultural
competence, and the infusion of social justice education.

There are six sessions in this virtual series. Join us for one or all at no cost. 
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Part 4 of the Special Education Equity by Design (SEED) Project:
This session will discuss a systematic approach for implementing and
monitoring the use of culturally responsive practices across three levels of
influence (i.e., the classroom, the school building, and the district) in an effort
to support educators in reducing educational disparities. Specifically, the
session will focus on equitable access and implementation of instructional
and culturally responsive practices across each level.

There are six sessions in this virtual series. Join us for one or all at no cost. 
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Part 5 of the Special Education Equity by Design (SEED) Project:
Students are diverse and bring to the classroom different academic histories
and backgrounds that educators must consider to be able to determine
appropriate steps to meet their needs.  Much of what has happened in
education speaks to a deficit model; that is, how to remediate a problem of
practice or remediate a learning issue.  Such deficit thinking serves to
marginalize students.  Instead, there is a need to change the messaging to one
that reflects an asset model where educators attend to students’ unique
backgrounds, interests, and strengths.  This session will discuss culturally
responsive data use.  It will contrast asset versus deficit models. It will help
educators consider the kinds of implicit biases they may bring to the classroom
that lead to unfounded attributions for failure.  The session will stress the need
to examine all sorts of data that can inform educators’ understanding of their
students from which they can make more informed and complete decisions.

There are six sessions in this virtual series. Join us for one or all at no cost. 
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Part 6 of the Special Education Equity by Design (SEED) Project:
This session will feature leading experts from the field of equity and social
justice education and leadership. We will feature Dr. Paul Gorski - author,
advocate, and founder and lead equity specialist of the Equity Literacy Institute,
Dr. Edward Fergus - author, advocate, and Associate Professor of Urban
Education and Policy at Temple University.  Also featuring Principal Kafele -
author, urban educator, master teacher, and transformational school leader, Dr.
Ambra Green,  Assistant Professor of Special Education and the Special
Education Program Coordinator within the Department of Curriculum and
Instruction at The University of Texas at Arlington, and Dr. Ellen Mandinach,
author and Senior Research Scientist and Director of the Data for Decisions
Initiative at WestEd. The panel will respond to a set of predetermined questions
on the topic of equity in education addressing some of the current issues in
equity due to COVID-19 and specifically address their thoughts on what
educators are referring to as "the COVID slide." 

There are six sessions in this virtual series. Join us for one or all at no cost. 
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